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I he work to which God invites us is never something we can handle on our
own. Itis through this that we can learn to trust and obey.

| have always had a passion for frontline pastoral care, and when | joined CCM, it
was with the hope of getting closer to the community and bringing non-believers
to God. Therefore, | never imagined that one day | would be involved in the
executive work within the organization. However, due to the retirement and
health condition of the previous Executive Director, | was appointed as the Acting
Executive Director by the Board of Directors. Unexpectedly, less than a month
after accepting the appointment, the Director of the Small Town and Overseas
Missions fell ill with cancer and had to stop working for treatment. This crucial
position suddenly became vacant. It was indeed an added workload for me, as |
was not yet familiar with the internal operations of the organization, nor did | have
a clear understanding of the ministry and administration. | felt overwhelmed and
a bit panicked.

But our loving Heavenly Father reminded me: "Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he
will make your paths straight." (Proverbs 3:5-6) And so, | started each day by
entrusting my schedule to God and then learning to manage the tasks in order of
priority. What's even more remarkable is that God blessed me with a group of
directors and colleagues who love the Lord, guiding me with patience and
understanding. They were willing to stand beside me in search of answers to
problems and ministry direction for CCM. Additionally, the brief moments of
morning devotions and prayer with my colleagues helped realign our serving
posture.

Over the past three years, it has felt like I've been through an intensive
management and administrative course, and seeing the hand of God actively
guiding and intervening in both my life and CCM each day has brought peace to
my heart. | aspire to continue pursuing a deeper understanding and integration
of administrative management knowledge, biblical teaching and spiritual
wisdom, and | hope to strike a balance the quietness before God and the busy
rhythm of managing my schedule. This will enable me and my colleagues to
confidently serve in alignment with God's guidance for CCM and work together to
meet the needs of our community, allowing them to experience God and find
hope in these troubled times.
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Right after | stepped into the office in the early morning, the colleague
from the accounting department came in to report a significant mid-
year deficit. Before having a chance to review the financial analysis data, the
phone rang, and a board member inquired about why the large annual
community event had been canceled this year. After providing an
explanation and ending the call, there was finally a moment to glance at
today's appointment schedule. The morning required completing two
articles, followed by meetings with three long-term donors and a church
pastor in the afternoon, to understand their expectations for the ministry.
And then a management meeting right after all these.

As the executive director, overseeing meetings, meeting visitors, financial
analysis, report writing, and making decisions big and small, though not easy,
the greatest challenge is dealing with the multitude of voices that come from
all directions. Some are external: "Quickly address the financial deficit,"
"Mission work is stagnating," "Develop more youth ministries," "Attend to the
Mandarin-speaking community,” and so on. Even more challenging are the
internal voices, such as "Are you in touch with the needs of the times?", "Are
you competent to be the executive director?”, "Why have donations declined
since taking office?”, "What is God's will?" and so forth.

In the face of a heavy workload and amidst the clamor of these voices, God
has given me a powerful secret—silent prayer. For the five years in the role,
around midday and before leaving the office, | would close the office door for
10-15 minutes, take deep breaths, and wait quietly for God. In the quietness, |
become more aware of the presence of the Lord. Amidst doubts and worries,
| hear the tender voice of the Heavenly Father calling, "You are my beloved,"
and "Do not be afraid." Silence allows the Holy Spirit to help me let go of
fears, doubts, pride, and wicked thoughts and purify my thoughts and
intentions.

When | hold Christ in my heart and listen to this chactic world with the heart
of Christ, | discern the cries of the oppressed, the shouts of the impoverished,
the lies of the wicked, and the noise of the secular world. In silent prayer, |
hear the gentle calling of God within, saying, "You are my beloved son, and
your service with faith is pleasing to me."
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During my fifteen years of service at CCM (2002 to 2016), | met many
devoted brothers, sisters, volunteers, and colleagues who love the Lord.
Their involvement with CCM progressed from receiving grace and being
thankful to showing gratitude; they served with the attitude of receiving
blessings to becoming a blessing. Their initial aspiration, faith, love, and
faithfulness deeply moved and inspired me.

Reflecting on my journey from the 1970s to the present, | am grateful for the
continuous nourishment and enrichment provided by "Chinese Today"
magazine, which has significantly contributed to my growth and life. God
equipped and utilized me further in the final phase of my life and career, when |
could dedicate my learnings, experiences, and networks for His use, launching
CCM's Urban Mission. Through coordinating diverse activities and services at the
communities, we are “bringing the Church to the people”, and through fostering
mutual learning and care among the believers, we are "bringing the people back
to the Church.” CCM is a platform where lives influence lives, blessing those who
are sorrowful, distressed, and thirsting for righteousness with the peace, joy, and
power of the gospel.

The most unforgettable challenge of my service at CCM was undoubtedly the
experience of taking on the "crisis response” role as the Acting Executive
Directory of CCM Canada in 2011, a position unfamiliar and beyond my expertise.
As a lay believer with no formal theclogical training, every day was a struggle,
and every step felt precarious. Throughout this time, although there were no
astonishing miracles or striking words of admonition, looking back, whether
through significant or minor experiences, personnel changes, or economic
crises, God's presence was evident, and His grace abounded. When | was weary,
He gave me strength; when | was weak, He empowered me. When | was
troubled, He granted peace. When | felt lonely and desolate, He walked with me.
Each day and every moment passed, and whatever challenges and strengths |
encountered, it was all according to His promise.

HERALHE

May God lead our centers and colleagues to continue to unite, faithfully rely on our Lord to face the challenges,

soaron wings for Him;

GEBRITEANSNERER - DEERER CREH

His continuing protection of our health physically, emotionally and spiritually, so that we can offer our best to

Him;

GEBEREAL  RERZBERERAGS MR ESL « EFIIFE

God's comfort, love and hope for the ones, who are vulnerable or with chronic

illness, and their families;

4. EIMBEHHEIHEREBHERE -

More believers to witness His grace and love at our communities.
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G od's grace often exceeds our expectations. Twenty-eight years ago,
CCM Canada invited me to join their board. With a heart of
unworthiness and gratitude, | accepted the invitation and became a
director. A year later, the board appointed me to the position of Director of
Ministries. After a month of prayer with my family, | accepted the challenge
with a trembling heart and began the journey of "tentmaking.” At that time,
CCM had only one full-time and one part-time coworker, and there were
financial deficits. However, God guided through Rev. Sing Yui King, the
board members, staff, and the brothers and sisters from various churches,
CCM continued to grow. The location was moved from the Richmond
industrial area to a self-owned property on Fraser Street in East Vancouver.
After months of renovation and operation, as we were preparing to
announce the dedication ceremony to the churches, a 12,000-square-foot
unit for community service became available for sale at Burnaby Crystal
Mall. After prayer and consideration, the board decided to purchase the
property, intending for it to be a gospel station—a place to "bring the
Church to the people and bring the people back to the church." Faced with
limited manpower and resources, we prayed fervently to God and utilized
various fundraising methods. In the end, we witnessed God's abundant
provision and arrangement, raising the necessary funds within the three-
month deadline. This greatly affirmed God's vision, allowing His kingdom
to expand through CCM into communities across various cities in Canada.

| am grateful to God for allowing me to be a part of the growth process in
CCM. This is not just a job or a personal decision; it is a response to God's
calling, a complete dedication, a willingness to be used by God. When God
is pleased, even though we are unworthy and imperfect, He will bless us,
provide for us, and give us opportunities. God's grace is vast and beyond
count. May all the glory and praise be unto Him. Amen!
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