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As followers of Christ, we often find God’s plan different than ours.
Rev. Henry Blackaby once wrote (paraphrased from “Experiencing
God"), "God's invitation to us is often more than our strength to handle
and our understanding to grasp.” But if we are willing to respond with
faith, we will experience His realness, kindness, and wisdom. Our lives
will be renewed, and we will live out His original intent for us. | believe
that our willingness to respond to God’s call is based on the courage and
faith which are built daily on our relationship with Him.

During these three years of the Pandemic, God has led a few new staff to
join CCM. | am grateful for the courage of all our staff, including the new
ones. Even though we are facing many challenges and changes, we are
all willing to be led and molded by our God. Partnering with God has not
only blessed others, but our lives and relationships with God have also
grown.

The renewal process by God can be painful, but it is worth looking
forward to because all goodness comes from Him. It is truly a blessing to
be molded and broken through by God who loves and knows us.
Brothers and sisters, do you hear the invitation by our loving God? Let's
take courage and respond!
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In our service and lives, we often face changes, new lessons, and new beginnings. The followings are the
testimonies of our staff in facing challenges at their services and lives, and encouragement to believers in
serving our God. Let us all start afresh, actively responding to His calling, and being His servants in this era!
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CCM Vancouver Centre Ministry Coordinator (Community Initiative)
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Since birth, | have never left Hong Kong for more than a month, but in
March last year, | decided to move to Vancouver, a place that | have
never set foot on. My emotions were mixed, as | could only say farewell to
my relatives and friends through text messages due to the Pandemic, | had
to resign from my high paying job, and left the school that | have worked in
for more than 30 years.

However, it was a valuable opportunity for myself to quiet down and reflect
upon my past, before beginning the next stage of my life. In the past, | was
too busy and focused on my career and had ignored family life and health.
In Vancouver, even though | faced many challenges, such as separating
compost and garbage, paying sales tax, and finding medical help, | learnt
new things, such as cooking and doing house chores myself. Moreover, |
can spend more time with my family, and with God to experience His
guidance.

By God's grace, | have already worked at CCM for half a year. | have
adjusted well and enjoyed this new job, as | can use my experience and
knowledge on completing the tasks and giving suggestions for
improvement. At CCM, | met with many people that came from Hong
Kong. Some of them have lived in Vancouver for more than 20 years, and
some of them have just immigrated to the city. They are all enthusiastic in
helping people with needs and sharing about their salvation and faith.

For Christians, the saying, “Home is where heart finds peace” not only ease
the sadness of parting from the hometown but is an encouragement that
we can find peace in anywhere as long as we rely on our God.
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CCM Canada Bookstore Coordinator (Literature Mission)

I have worked part-time at CCM bookstore for almost ten months. For
someone who did not have any retail experience, managing the
bookstore is a challenging task. However, | am grateful God has blessed me
with the desire to learn new thing. By His grace, | have mastered its basic
operations. | have come to realize that | cannot manage the bookstore
solely by myself, but need supports from the staff and volunteers. It is great
to see everyone contributing and sharing their gifts to serve together!

Chinese book readers in Vancouver are mostly elderly Chinese or
immigrants from the 1980s or 1990s. There are also a few believers who are
pursuing spiritual knowledge. They will come to our bookstore to buy new
books or find treasures from the second-hand books' section. | give thanks
for them and share their joy whenever they find a good book.

In the new year, we need to renew and improve the bookstore operations
to keep up with the changing times. We will be exploring the creation of an
online bookstore and planning for its implementation. We need your
support and encouragement. If you are called to support our literature
mission through volunteering or donation, please contact us. Come and
walk with us!
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Pray for God's strength and courage for our staffs to face the challenges ahead;
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God's call upon more believers to witness His grace and love at our communities;
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His continuing protection of our health, and the trips of our Small Town

visitation teams and Overseas mission teams;
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God's comfort, love and hope for the ones, who are vulnerable or with chronic

iliness, and their families.
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Although our strength is limited, if
we rely on God and weditate
about Him day and night, we can
overcome any obstacles ahead!
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CCM Canada Ministry Director (Small Town / Overseas)

We knew Pastor Stella when my husband and | served on the
mission field. She had not yet served in CCM but was a pastor
of one of our supporting churches.

A few years ago, due to changes in the field and the needs of our
family, we considered stepping down and returning to live in
Vancouver. Pastor Stella contacted us, shared her service at CCM's
Small Town Mission, and invited us to serve with her. But shortly after
her invitation, the pandemic of COVID broke out, we could only stay in
Asia, while CCM's Small Town Mission could only connect the friends
in small towns via telephone or online instead of through visitations.

Pastor Stella returned to the Lord in March last year, and we returned
to Vancouver in May. God miraculously reconnected us with CCM
through Otto, Pastor Stella’s husband. He introduced us to Pastor
Janet, CCM's executive director, and we knew from her that CCM
would like to restart the Small Town Mission and Overseas Mission.
Since the new mission director still needs some time to report for duty,
| have accepted to become the acting ministry director, which is
beyond my expectations! As missionaries in the field, we always carry
the attitude of “expecting the unexpected” to serve. | pray that | will
follow His guidance in developing CCM's Small Town Mission and
Overseas Mission.
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