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mmigrating to a new country is not easy. We have to say farewell

to the people and places that we are familiar with, relearn
everything, and adapt in a new environment. Our emotions are
mixed as our hearts yearn for the past, anxious about the
uncertainties, but also excited and hopeful for a new beginning.

| remember when | immigrated to Montreal with my parents, a sister
from church helped me to overcome the challenges of learning
French. Later, when | moved to Toronto for my theological studies,
God prepared a group of welcoming believers whose
accompanying was comforting during my time away from home.
Then, when | moved to CCM Head Office at Vancouver 2 years ago,
the support from our staff and directors helped me to settle in
during the rainy seasons and the Pandemic.

With these "moves,” | don't seem to have a stable home, but my
heart is still at peace. The Bible tells us that our lives are short, and
we are like sojourners passing through. No matter where we go, we
should rely on Him to live, work, and bless others. On that day, we
who believe in the Lord will live with Him forever!

With the new immigrant ministry at CCM, we hope we can bring
relevant help and support to the new immigrants through the love
of Christ, share His Gospel with the nonbelievers, strengthen the
faith of the believers, and bring a greater blessing to their new
pages of life!
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Since our family came to Montreal a year and half ago, our new journey
has been full of grace. God has called various brothers and sisters to help
us, from finding us a fully equipped rental apartment near the church to
driving us groceries shopping at Chinese and Western supermarkets. These
supports are relevant and practical to our daily life.

In fact, it is not easy for Hong Kong people to move to a city where French is
the major official language. | feel like | am an illiterate as a lot of signages,
such as road signs and menu, are only in French. Due to the language barrier,
| remember that | felt discouraged and frustrated in the process of school
registration for my son. Nevertheless, with the help of technology, we are
already better off in facing these challenges than those who immigrated to
Montreal 20 to 30 years ago.

“Montreal — A New Journey” HKer Support Group

Through some online groups, | get to know that quite a few Hong Kong
people have recently immigrated or about to immigrate to Montreal. Moved
by our Heavenly Father, a few of us, with
various age, background, and length of
immigration, started an online support
group at CCM for Hong Kong people.

Thanks to our Lord! There are over 20
people registered for this series of 6
online gatherings. Over half of them
just arrived for about 6 months. In each
gathering, we will focus on 1 specific
topic about living in Montreal. We have information sharing, Q&A, followed
by small group sharing. By providing useful information, we hope to help
them to adapt better in handling daily life issues practically. Atthe same time,
the anxieties brought by uncertainties may also be reduced psychologically.
Besides, we also encourage them to befriend and walk along with fellow
HKers. We hope to raise their awareness for their social and mental needs.
After 6 online gatherings, we hosted an in-person “reunion” at a park in the
city center. Many came and had a gocd and fun time together! Now, some
of them welcome us to visit them in person. Some of them started to attend
Sunday service, and/or to join community programs provided by local
churches. May Lord lead us in launching follow-up gatherings or activities. |
hope CCM will continue to be the bridge, bringing more and more
newcomers to be members of our local churches. | also hope that they would
find their new journey in Montreal full of grace!
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2378 Paul Lau
ETHE (REEI) Ministry Coordinator (Family)
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Same as other new immigrants, | left my birthplace with
complicated emotions. On one hand, | am hopeful my future and
livelihood will be better; on the other hand, | am nervous about
adaptation and uncertainty in the path ahead.

If you ask me about my biggest challenge in immigrating to Canada, |
would say it is the mentality adjustment, instead of language and
culture differences, or financial burden. In the past, | felt everything
was under my control and | could overcome any obstacles with my
strength and experience. However, in a new country where everything
is new to me, | felt like a toddler who needs to relearn things, at times
feeling lonely and helpless.  Thus, | am learning to rely and look upon
my God to step out each step by faith. | can see his wonderful plan,
faithfulness, and providence!

In comparing with the immigrants in the past, we are fortunate as the
advancement of technologies nowadays gives us easy access to
information and communication networks. | can easily acquire helpful
tips for new immigrants while keeping close contact with friends and
relatives in Hong Kong. Nevertheless, my hope is to establish a sense
of belonging in Canada. Immigration should not be
just about moving physically to a new place, but also
adapting mentally to live in it. Under the new
systems of culture, education, law, and society, | have
begun a new way to live, and slowly building my
career and family.
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To welcome new immigrants, CCM Vancouver centre have prepared various services. We
have created a facebook group “Hong Kong New Immigrants Living” as a
communication channel to let them know about the details of our services. With earlier
immigrants, new immigrants, and various organizations joining our group, we can bring
relevant and accurate information to the newcomers, help them to settle and find a sense
of belonging, so that they can begin a new page of their lives!
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New Experience and Challenges

in the New Beginning
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ZEF Katherine Lo
PEEESRS (XFETI)
CCM Bookroom Coordinator (Literature Mission)

Thank God for His grace and guidance, my family immigrated to
Vancouver in last July. Our emotions were mixed on the first day of
arrival. Onone hand, it was unforgettable when we shed tears and hugs
with our relatives at the airport; and on the other hand, we were full of
anticipation for the new beginning.

At Vancouver, as our home is not close to banks, shops, restaurants, and
workplace, we have to rely on public transport to get around, which
normally takes a lot of time. With the help of Google and longer days
during summer, we are able to adapt pretty well in our neighborhood.
Thank God for giving us curiosity and to explore Vancouver, our
goodness is nothing apart from Him. We have a new lesson to learn and
experience daily, such as encountering shops that do not take cash,
getting off a bus by giving a little push on its door, or paying tips after a
meal in a restaurant. This daily lesson has enriched our lives!

God's plan is the best. My husband's job has not stopped, and | have
become the supervisor of house chores and meals. God has also led me
to help my friend in coordinating prayer meetings for a mission caring
ministry, and then to become a part time staff at CCM. After a few
months of search and wait on God for a spiritual home, we can finally
worship in person at a church nearby our home. We are grateful to
meet other brothers and sisters and become part of their community.

As a newcomer in Vancouver, we have faced a lot of challenges and
adaptation. However, when we look back on this journey, it is full of
grace. Thank God for walking along with us!
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God's guidance to the new immigrants from Hong Kong, so that they can adapt to the new environment and life,
and find the sense of belonging in the local community;
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God's protection to the refugees of the war, and pray that they can find a safe place to settle;
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More believers respond to God's call to care and help the people in needs within

our communities;
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Pray for a suitable candidate as the new executive director for CCM.
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