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A brother once shared, "A city is often viewed as free and vibrant,
however, we often find ourselves separated from each other by doors
and walls, and our hearts entrapped within them. How can we break free
from the shackles and see the blue sky above us?”

In the last year, | had the opportunity to meet members of our men's
ministry at the Vancouver Centre and the Toronto Centre through some
events and share with them the needs of our ministries. | felt these
opportunities were precious, as | found these groups of men are full of joy,
grace, and enthusiasm in serving our communities. Through our
conversation, | heard their regrets of the past, being insensible to their
families, and then their transformation through the men's groups to build
sincere friendships, experience renewal from God, and become attentive to
their family members, spouses, and neighbours. As an observer, | can feel
their freedom from the past, the value of their friendships, and the
explosiveness of their transformed lives!

In his book, "An Unfamiliar Side of Man” (1991), Dr. Raymond Au wrote,
"Men often put walls around himself from other men for his own safety.
This prevents them from having and developing a deeper emotional
connection with other men.” Thank God that the members in ocur men's
ministries are courageous to open up themselves and rely on God's grace.
They have not only demolished the walls amongst them but have also
become a blessing to their own families and communities.

I am moved and grateful for their testimonies!
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When CCM Vancouver Centre began to plan for the men's
ministry, the planning committee focused on this one
question, “How can we help the brothers living in Vancouver?” 4
years have passed, and we finally got an answer. We started in
2018 with 4 focuses: gather, walk along, renewal, and serve.

As our members are more mature in age and thus not easy to
make new friends initially, we experienced difficulty in gathering
them together. After some enthusiastic brothers started to lead
small gatherings and visitations with deep and sincere sharing,
the walls amongst our group began to melt away. The members
became more willing to open up and participate in more
activities together.

To build a walk-along relationship, we need to have a sincere
attitude and a listening ear. When a brother is willing to open his
heart to share, and find being listened, he will feel being
understood and accepted. What brothers need is not a guide to
lead them, but someone who can walk along with.

When living in a vibrant city full of many daily stresses, one
cannot easily quiet the mind, make changes, and have renewal!
However, through the prayers with other brothers, the
entrapments can be broken free and be renewed.

The existence of men's ministry is to serve. Through various
gatherings, such as outings, dim sum lunches, weekly gatherings,
and Alpha course, we are able to build a deep and loving
relationship, in which we spread the love through serving the
disadvantaged and the ones in need within our community.

After 4 years, the answer to our original question is not what we
can do, but what brothers can do for us. We are not saviour, but
merely a partner walking along with others!

Thank you for the Vancouver Men's ministry. What we have
gained is more than what we have given. Because of this
ministry, many brothers are able to break free from the walls and
see the blue sky above.
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en's New World” at CCM Toronto Centre has been running for more
than 8 years. With God's providence, we kept the promise to our

M

members that we would meet in all weathers, as we had met 440 times

with almost no cancellation. Since we started to use Zoom during the
pandemic, our attendance has increased from 40 to 65. We have members
that came from not just Metro Toronto, but also from Vancouver,
Edmonton, Houston, and Hong Kong. We even have members, who are
inconvenient to leave home due to their health conditions, joining our
meetings via Zoom as well.

Even though our group does not talk about religion, our members in Christ
are living out our faith in both actions and words. Our core value is to build
sincere friendships through cultivating a culture of truth, sharing of our
successes and failures, and reflecting the darkness in our own hearts.
When we are willing to take off our masks and openly share our failures
and darkness, the walls amongst us can be broken. Then, we can build
sincere friendships, eliminate loneliness, and relieve the anger and sadness
inour hearts. Several members had even repented and saved in Christ.

Our group is coordinated by a team of Christians, who are all called to
serve in our group. We serve each other in joy with our gifts. Our
members come from all ages (35 to 75), with many religious beliefs, at
various education levels, and from various occupations.  We have
witnessed members being transformed with confidence and humbleness,
from depression to living life with positive energy, and from
misunderstanding in marriage to attentive husbands. We have brought
many blessing to our members, our families, and our communities.
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If you would like to know more about "Men's New World", please visit the following website:
https://centre.toronto.ccmcanada.org/mens-new-world/
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God's guidance in our Men's ministry, such that more families will be blessed;
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God's protection to the refugees of the war, and pray that they can find a safe place to settle;
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More believers respond to God's call to care and help the people in needs within our communities;
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Shipment can arrive on schedule, so that we can mail out the magazines
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promptly;
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Pray for a suitable candidate as the new executive director for CCM. CORNER
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